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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

December 2022 

 

Annual Membership Meeting and Election 

      The annual membership meeting for Mira Lago West Homeowners Associa-
tion, Inc. will be held for the purpose of electing five (5) individuals to the Board of Di-
rectors, voting on amendments to the Association’s Governing Documents, and con-
ducting the lawful business of the Association. The Annual Membership Meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, February 7, 2023 at 6:00p.m. at the Firehouse Cultural Center Main 
Theater, 102 1st  Avenue NE., Ruskin, FL 33570.  
 
 A quorum (10% of the membership) must be present, in person or by proxy, at 
the meeting in order to for business to be conducted. It is therefore VERY IMPORTANT 
that you either attend or provide a proxy.  
  
 You will be receiving a packet via USPS mail this month with the information 
for the Annual Meeting and Board Election. In addition, you will see a list of amend-
ments to the Governing Documents that we are asking homeowners to vote on.  If you 
have any questions regarding these amendments please email them to                                  
hoaboard@miralagowest.com. 

                         

President’s Message 

       

 On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to extend warm greetings to all 
residents of Mira Lago as we approach the holiday season. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank the community and all of you that have done so much in the past year. 
Whether you volunteered for an event, served on a committee, helped a neighbor, or partici-
pated in board meetings, you’ve helped shape this Association. It is the enthusiasm of vol-
unteers and the camaraderie of neighbors that keeps the spirit of Mira Lago alive and makes 
this a great place to live.  
 A very special thank you goes out to the four additional Board Members who give 
their time and energy to the operations of Mira Lago. It is a thankless job that comes along 
with a bit of criticism, but it takes leaders like this to run a successful community. While 
members of the Board do not always agree on issues, we have continued to work well to-
gether and be in our decision making. In the end, any decisions that are made continue to be 
towards the betterment of our community. 
 Aside from the everyday ins and outs, these are a few of the tasks and projects that 
were addressed this past year.  

•  A new landscape company was hired. 

•  A new gate company was hired. 

•  An on-site maintenance person was hired to handle tasks throughout the community. 

• The milling and repaving of the front entrances was completed.  

• New pedestrian gates were installed at both entrances. 

• An additional exit gate was installed at the pool. 

• The curbing and street lines were all repainted. 

• New house color schemes were selected. 

• A new Architectural Guideline book was created, giving residents more clarity and 
options in regards to changes to their homes and landscaping. 

• New signage has been placed throughout the community. 

• New landscaping is currently going in at the 14th St. entrance due to the dead plants 
caused by the well pump. 

• A new well pump was installed. 

The Mira Lago 

Connection 
M I R A  L A G O  W E S T  H O M E O W N E R ’ S  A S S O C I A T I O N  
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• The sprinkler system had comprehensive repairs and adjustments.  

• The installation of new lighting will begin at the entrances and pool parking lot upon the completion of the landscaping project.  
  
 Moving the community forward is the plan for 2023. Additional projects for next year involve a new playground and re-
modeling the bathrooms at the pool. In recent years our community has not been taking advantage of government grants that are 
available to HOA communities. This year we submitted applications and recently applied for a $5,000 government mini grant re-
questing funding for two permanent message boards that would be installed at both entrances to keep neighbors informed of meet-
ings and events. We also applied for a $2,000 tree grant. Winners of the grants will be announced in January. 
 It takes a village to ensure that our community runs smoothly. We encourage all homeowners to get involved in their com-
munity. Many people go about their day-to-day without thinking much about the homeowners association unless they encounter a 
problem. Getting more involved in your HOA gives you the chance to make a positive difference and have your voice heard. You 
can become an integral part of keeping the neighborhood looking nice, boosting property value, hosting social events, and ensuring 
things are running smoothly. 
  If there are things that you love about your neighborhood, help protect them by being part of the HOA. Likewise, 
if there are things you’d like to see changed, you can be proactive in that regard too. Why leave the decisions and work to everyone 
else when there are plenty of ways you can support these efforts and do your part? Why not get more involved in your HOA? Join 
the Board: The most obvious way to get really involved is to join the board. While this is a significant and time-consuming commit-
ment, it can also be a very rewarding experience. Unsure about making a steady commitment just yet? Join a Committee: If you’re 
looking to put your talents and interests to use in other ways, get involved with a committee. There are plenty of opportunities to 
make a difference whether it’s with the newsletter, event planning, budgeting, architectural review, capital improvements, or land-
scaping. Share Ideas: Is there something you’d like to see changed in your community? Speak up and submit your idea to the board. 
You’re a member of the HOA, so your voice matters. Changes can’t happen unless the board knows there is a problem or home-
owners share their thoughts or concerns in a respectful way. Attend Events: Show your support and take advantage of these oppor-
tunities to get to know others in the neighborhood and have a good time. Build a stronger sense of community and feel more at 
home in your neighborhood. Attending events can also lead to new opportunities for you to get involved that you might not have 
known existed. If you decide to get more involved in your HOA community, you can help make it a great place to live.  
 

Thank you again for giving me the opportunity to play such an important roll in making and implementing changes and 
planning for the future of our community. From my family to yours, enjoy your holiday season! 

              

           Jennifer Parra  

 
President’s Message 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO DECLARATION, BYLAWS, AND ELECTION OF DIRECTORS  

 
1. Should Article VII of the Declaration be amended as follows? 

 
Section 8. Eviction.  In addition to the Association’s rights set forth in Section 7 above, the Association may issue a demand of eviction 

and initiate eviction proceedings against any tenant who fails to comply with the provisions of this Declaration, the Articles, Bylaws, or Rules 
and Regulations promulgated by the Association. A demand for eviction and eviction proceedings may only take place after giving the Owner 
and tenant at least fourteen (14) days written notice and an opportunity for a hearing before a committee of at least three (3) members of the 
Association who shall be appointed by the Board. The committee must approve the notice of eviction and proceeding with eviction by a ma-
jority vote.  
 
Section 8 9. Litigation. … (Changed only as to numbering)  
 

 
2. Should Article X, Section 14 of the Declaration be amended as follows? 
 

Section 14. Lot and Dwelling Upkeep.  All Owners of Lots with completed houses thereon shall, as a minimum, be obligated to 
have the grass regularly cut and irrigated, trees maintained, including any street trees and the sidewalk, and all trash and debris removed. This 
obligation shall include the right of way or tract area lying between the Owner’s Lot line and the pavement of the street. The Owner of each Lot 
shall maintain the Dwelling located thereon in good repair, including, but not limited to the exterior paint and appearance of the Dwelling. No 
Owner may change the original color of the exterior of his Dwelling without the prior written consent of the Committee. If an Owner of a Lot 
fails, in the Board’s sole discretion, to maintain their Lot or Dwelling, or the right of way, or tract area as required herein, the Board, after giv-
ing such Owner at least ten (10) days written notice, is hereby authorized, but shall not be hereby obligated, to maintain that Lot, Dwelling or 
right of way or tract area and said Owners shall reimburse Association for actual costs incurred therewith. If a Dwelling is leased, the Owner 
shall remain obligated to maintain the Lot and Dwelling in good repair. In the event that an Owner fails to maintain the grass, yard, trees or 
landscaping in good condition, the Association may require the Owner to contract a professional landscaping company to maintain the Lot, at 
Owner’s expense.  The Owner shall provide a copy of the contract for landscaping to the Association to be kept on file. 
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3. Should Article X, Section 19 of the Declaration be amended as follows? 
 

Section 19.  Rules and Regulations.  The Board shall have the authority to adopt reasonable Rules and Regulations 
regarding the items set forth in the Governing Documents, including, but not limited to, Lot maintenance, leasing, and the Common Area. No 
Owner or other permitted user, guest, or invitee shall violate the reasonable Rules and Regulations of the use of the Common Area, as the 
same are from time to time adopted by the Board. 
4. Should Article X of the Declaration be amended to add Section 24 as follows? 

 
 Section 24. Leases.  The Board may promulgate rules and regulations for the leasing of Dwellings.  In addition, all rentals are subject to the 

following conditions and restrictions: 
 

No Owner taking title to a Dwelling after the effective date of this amendment shall lease the Dwelling during the first twenty-four (24) 
months of ownership.  

All leases of a Dwelling must be in writing and specifically be subject to the Association’s Governing Documents and Rules and Regula-
tions.  

A rental application and copy of the proposed lease must be delivered to the Association prior to occupancy by the tenant(s). The rental 
application must identify all natural people who will occupy the Dwelling and provide such other information as required by the 
Board.  No Dwelling may be rented and no tenant(s) may occupy the Dwelling unless the rental application is approved, in writing, 
by the Board.  

All prospective tenants of a Dwelling within the Association must consent, in writing, to the Association obtaining and/or requiring a 
commercially available nation-wide criminal background check.  The Association may, but shall not be required to, obtain back-
ground checks or rely upon such background checks when approving or denying rental applications.  

The Association may charge a reasonable fee to any Owner who submits a rental application.  
No Owner may lease individual rooms or less than the entire Dwelling and Lot.  
No lease shall be for a period of more than one (1) year.  
No lease shall be for a period of less than six (6) continuous months. 
No Dwelling may be leased more often than three times per calendar year. The first day of the lease term shall determine the year in 

which the lease occurs.  
No Dwelling or Lot may be advertised or offered for use via a license, lease or other agreement that would not comply with this Declara-

tion or the Rules and Regulations adopted by the Board.   
 
  

5.  Should Article XII, Section 6 of the Declaration be amended as follows? 
 

 Section 6.   Amendment.  This Declaration may be amended from time to time by recording among the Public Records of Hills-
borough County, Florida, a certificate of amendment signed by the duly authorized officers of the Association, after the amendment is ap-
proved by: 

(a). not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the Voting Members present in person or by proxy, at a meeting called for such purpose; or  
(b). the written consent of not less than a majority of all Voting Members.    

 
 (a) An instrument signed by the Declarant, as provided in Section 7 of this Article; or 
 

(b) A vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Voting Members, at a meeting called for such purpose; or 
 

(c)  An instrument signed by the duly authorized officers of the Association provided such amendment by the Association officers has 
been approved in the manner provided in Paragraph (b) of this Section; or  

 
(d) An instrument signed by two-thirds (2/3) of the Voting Members approving such amendment.  

 
 Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, so long as the Declarant, or its assigns shall own any Lot no amendment shall diminish, 
discontinue or in any way adversely affect the rights of the Declarant under this Declaration, nor shall any amendment pursuant to (b) or (c) above 
be valid unless approved by the Declarant, as evidenced by its written joinder. No amendment to Article VII Section 8 shall be valid unless ap-
proved by seventy-five (75%) percent of the membership.  
 

6. Should Article III, Section 4 of the Bylaws be amended as follows: 
 

Section 4.  Quorum.  The presence at the meeting of members entitled to cast, or of limited or general proxies entitled to cast, ten percent 
(10%) twenty percent (20%) of the entire votes of the membership shall constitute a quorum for any action except as otherwise provided in the 
Articles of Incorporation, the Declaration, or these by-laws Bylaws. If, however, such quorum shall not be present or represented at any meeting, 
the Members entitled to vote thereat shall have the power to adjourn the meeting from time to time, without notice other than announcement at the 
meeting, until a quorum as aforesaid shall be present or be represented. Unless otherwise provided in these By-Laws Bylaws, the Articles of Incor-
poration, or Declaration, decision shall be made by a majority of the voting interest represented at a meeting at which a quorum is present.  

 
 
7. Should Article IV, Section 2 of the Bylaws be deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following language: 

 
Section 2.   Term of Office.  At the 2023 Annual Membership Meeting, five (5) directors shall be elected. The three (3) directors 

who receive the most votes shall each serve for a period of two (2) years. The two (2) directors who receive the least votes will each serve for a 
period of one (1) year. Each year thereafter, each seat on the Board of Directors will be for a two (2) year term. Accordingly, three (3) directors will 
be elected in odd years, and two (2) directors will be elected in even years.  
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Instructions: 

Grease a 9×13 baking dish with nonstick cooking spray. 
 
Preheat oven to 350. 
 
Cut bread into 1" cubes and place into the bottom of the 
pan. 
 
Mix cream cheese, powdered sugar and 2 1/4 cups 
heavy whipping cream together and beat well with a 
mixer. 
 
Spoon dollops of cream cheese mixture on top of the 
bread. 
 
Sprinkle with whole blueberries. 
 
In a separate bowl, add eggs, 2 cups heavy whipping 
cream, white sugar, vanilla and cinnamon and beat well. 
 
Pour egg mixture over bread and cream cheese. If a lot 
of the egg mixture is on top of the dish, feel free to use 
a spoon to push some below the cream cheese. 
 
Bake, covered with foil, for 30 minutes. Remove foil 
and discard. 
 

Continue to bake breakfast casserole for 20-25 minutes, until completely cooked and heated through. 
 
Remove from oven and let stand while making blueberry sauce in next step. 
 
Blueberry Sauce Directions: 
Add water, sugar and cornstarch to a sauce pan. 
 
Heat over medium high heat until boiling. Continue to boil for 3-4 minutes. 
 
Add blueberries and reduce heat to medium low. Continue to heat, stirring occasionally until blueberries 
pop and sauce is dark purple, about 10 minutes. 
 
Spoon on top of french toast and serve. 
 

Ingredients: 

1 loaf 16 oz, Italian bread, cut into 1″ cubes 

1-1/2 packages cream cheese softened 

1/2 cup powdered sugar 

2 cups heavy whipping cream 

2 1/4  cups heavy whipping cream 

1 cup fresh blueberries 

10 eggs 

1/3 cup white sugar 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

Blueberry Sauce 

1 cup water 

1 cup white sugar 

2 tablespoons cornstarch 

1 cup fresh blueberries 

R E C I P E  C O R N E R  

B l u e b e r r y  F r e n c h  T o a s t  

C a s s e r o l e  

     
The Mira Lago Sports Court will be closed tem-
porarily until the basketball backboard can be 
replaced. Several kids were observed on cam-
era slam dunking the ball and hanging on the 
rim causing the backboard to shatter. We are 
asking parents to please explain the rules to 
their children and ask them to respect and fol-
low the rules so everyone can continue to enjoy 
the amenities. Anyone with infor-
mation please email the Board at   
hoaboard@miralagowest.com 

    

 

 

S P O R T S  C O U R T  

C L O S E D  

Whether you are a homeowner or a res-
ident of our neighborhood, we ask that 
you take some time and walk around 
the exterior of your property and see 
what may need to be done to your yard 
and home to ensure that you are in 
compliance with your Governing Docu-
ments. Please check the mailbox, the 
exterior paint, the dreaded leaves and 
weeds, and remember the outside is 
what others see first. These are all sim-
ple tasks that help to maintain the look 
and value of your home.  

M A I N T A I N I N G  Y O U R  

P R O P E R T Y  
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Mira Lago Luau 
We want to take this opportunity to send out a huge thank you to all of the members of our Events Committee. These vol-
unteers take time out of their busy schedules to plan, organize and oversee all of the events. Their work and energy are 
making a difference here at Mira Lago and we could not do these events without them.  

The Winners of the 2022 Halloween Decorating Contest goes to: 

 1st Place - 524 Vista Ridge Dr.          2nd Place - 1857 Mira Lago Circle 

 

 

 

                  3rd Place - 1640 Bonita Bluff Court 

 

 

 

Trick-or-treaters in Mira Lago had plenty of ghoulish, frightful sights to gaze upon when pa-

rading around in their favorite costumes on Halloween this year. Residents displayed their 

spooktacular spirits in Mira Lago’s 3rd Annual Halloween House   Decorating Contest.  There 

were so many wonderfully decorated houses! Thank you to everyone who participated!                                           



 
 
Do you have the most festive house in the neighborhood?  The Events Committee 
invites residents to participate in the Annual Mira Lago West Home Decorating 
Contest.   
            
     First Place -       $ 100 
             Second Place -  $   50 
             Third Place -      $   25 

 
Judging will take place the week of December 12th. We ask all participants to make sure 
that their lights are on after 6pm during that week. 
 
Winners will receive a special yard sign, and recognition in the Community Newsletter,   
Facebook Page and on the Nextdoor Site.   

      

 The MLW community is continuing the tradition of our annual holiday food 

drive.  This year we will be  supporting Meet Me in the Street  Ministry and the Bread 

of Life Food Pantry in Apollo Beach.  Please be sure your donation is non-perishable.  

 

You can bring your donations to the tree lighting ceremony at the pool from 6pm to 8pm 

on December 10th.  

  H O L I D A Y  F O O D  D R I V E  
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M i r a  L a g o  H o l i d a y  p a r a d e  
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     On December 10th, Santa will be coming through the community at 6pm on his sleigh. 
We are inviting others to join us with their decorated golf carts and bikes. If you want to 
join the parade please fill out our online registration form at www.miralagowest.com no 
later than December 9, 2022. We ask all viewers stay on the sidewalks or driveways while 
the parade comes through for everyone’s safety. 

       This year we will be awarding a $50 gift card to the best decorated golf cart or bike. 
So let’s get creative! The more the merrier, so whether you have a golf cart, bike, or 
scooter, we would love to see everyone join in the festivities!  

      After the parade, we ask everyone to join us at the community pool as we will light up 
the community Christmas Tree and we will have music and will be serving hot chocolate, 
cider, and cookies!   We would like to wish everyone a happy and safe holiday season 
and we look forward to seeing you !  
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UPCOMING EVENTS    

Saturday, December 10    6 p.m.  -    9 p.m. Christmas Parade &  Christmas Tree Lighting (Community Pool) 

 

CDD MEETING  (Meets quarterly) 

Monday, December 5  7:00 p.m. 

Monday, March 6  7:00 p.m. 

 

Location: Southshore Regional Library, located at 15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin, FL 33573 

Location is subject to change pending COVID guidelines, stay informed at www.miralagowestcdd.org. 

 

HOA BOARD & COMMITTEE MEETINGS (Generally 1st Tuesday of each Month)  

Tuesday, December 6      7:00 p.m.    HOA Board Meeting  

Monday, December 26 6:00 p.m.    Compliance Hearing Panel Meeting via Zoom 

Tuesday, January 3 7:00 p.m.    HOA Board Meeting 

Monday, January 23 6:00 p.m.    Compliance Hearing Panel Meeting via Zoom 

Tuesday, February 7 6:00 p.m.    Annual Membership Meeting & Board Election 

 

Board and ARC Meetings are held at the Firehouse Cultural Center located at 101 First St. NE, Ruskin 

Architectural Review Committee (ARC) meets at 6 p.m., prior to the HOA Board of Directors Meeting each month.   

 

 

 

 

 

Please Give a Warm Mira Lago Welcome  

to our New Neighbors!!! 

              Kenneth Jamerson      

             Ronald & Angela Anderson   

       Eman Alyeldin & Shadia Eleasawy   

Ruth Zitnik 

  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  M I R A  L A G O  

  C O M M U N I T Y  C A L E N D A R  

T h e  M i r a  L a g o  C o n n e c t i o n  


